The Journal of Medical Biography is keen to include contributions from around the World and from all those interested in the history of the individual in the context of medicine. We are reintroducing the Student Paper Award to encourage submissions (although they are not really lacking). We are all students but with regard to the Award we are mindful of those who are in the earlier stages of a medical career. We hope all readers will be able to encourage their colleagues to submit to this journal and the publisher has indicated that it may be possible to increase the size and scope of the journal. In particular, it is such a pity that so many good papers submitted have to be rejected and so some electronic, web-based system might help bring to all our eyes work in the field of medical biography that otherwise might not see the light of day. The journal was founded more than 20 years ago in order to record the lives of those whose lives otherwise might not be recorded, in other words to look at the not-so-famous who have made significant contributions. Towards the end of a career those who have contributed to the care of the sick have all done so in good clinical ways and many have also made contributions that we regard as advancing medicine as a whole.
In this issue of the Journal we cover some of the earlier contributors to medicine. Palaeopathology is a well-developed discipline now. The speciality went into abeyance until the 1950s when it was resurrected and Tony Waldron has written on Calvin Wells, a leading palaeopathologist in the UK (page 82). Wells introduced a degree of artistic licence into his work, cremations and pseudopathology being his forte. Geology, fossils and medicine come within the field of palaeopathology and study of the old can tell us much of the development into the modern; the forthcoming symposium at the Geological Society in London on Geology and Medicine will explore these links further (contacts are rtj.moody@virgin.net and cduffin@ blueyonder.co.uk). Exploration of the illnesses of historical figures is (nearly) always fraught with some hazard though and many authors point this out. Hildegard of Bingen might have been autistic and this theory is explored by Patricia Ranft (page 107) who discusses the role of Leo Kanner in identifying infantile autism and the work of Hans Asperger soon afterwards in relation to the syndrome that now bears his name. Those who figure in religious history have been thought to present views so far from everyday experience that psychiatric diagnosis or psychological profiling is brought in to try to explain the paranormal. This adds to our thinking and discussion and points to value and pitfalls in medical history.
From Athens a paper discussing the medical legacy of five Cleopatras, mythical or actual persons, doctors and others, draws on ancient history to tell us of their illnesses and treatments (page 115). Increasingly we are delighted to see papers from Greece and other Eastern European countries and from further afield, highlighting the increasing interest in medical biography and the wider aspects of medical history that draw together all our interests. Such interest is not new of course, for Augustus Bozzi Granville in 1821 performed what has been described as the first scientific autopsy of an Egyptian mummy (in the archaeological sense) and Harer and Tapp show us (page 101) his photograph (for he lived long enough afterwards to see the advent of photography) and discuss his life and interests. What is of particular interest, however, is that these authors have used histological techniques, not available to Granville, to diagnose an ovarian cyst, pulmonary tuberculosis and death from respiratory failure. More recent techniques in the laboratory led Bertha Madras to follow up earlier studies on the role of asparaginase in leukaemia (page 90) and to progress therefrom towards effective treatment of this condition in adults and children.
Children's medicine is dear to us all and a doctor who worked in Britain and Australia, Rendle-Short, was one of many who had worked in several countries during the time when travel in medical practice was harder than it is today. John Pearn tells the story of this son of a professor of surgery at Bristol and grandson of a chocolatier. The rejection of Darwinism and the promulgation of Creationism are set out here and the Gold Medal instituted in 1984 all constitute legacies of this Bristol doctor but his holistic approach to medicine differed from that of our earlier colleague who was born in Benevento, Guiseppe Moscati, who encouraged self-diagnosis and therapy, quite a modern concept we might say. Ponti and Tomasi (page 80) mention that undoubtedly the religious aspects of Moscati's life are attractive; benvenuto to medical biography.
Edward Ferrand has been rediscovered in Boswell's major work, a Yorkshire-born apothecary whose identity had been lost due to spelling changes in response to phonetic misapplication, a hazard for those who search parish registers where the clerk has used a form of spelling that perhaps even the subject could not correct if illiterate. Computers are rather good at looking at likely alternatives for us who search, one of many blessings of modern electronics.
Scotland has contributed prolifically to the history of medicine and Iain Macintyre provides the story of one hotbed of medical innovation in his writing (page 93) about George Kellie. Kellie's colleague was Alexander Monro, and of course we must add Secundus to avoid confusion with Monro's relatives, the pair exploring the important tenet that the volume of the neuraxis, brain and spinal column, is constant -not quite, perhapsbut an essential point in understanding the role of trauma to the brain and how to treat it as Macintyre emphasises.
With three book reviews too, this issue of the Journal offers a spectrum of histories and ideas for us to digest and ponder over.
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